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Tracie Copper 
Principal 

Christopher Parkhill 
Assistant Principal 

Dear PGE Families, 

At PGE, our vision is to ensure academic success by focusing on the multiple 
intelligence levels of all learners.   We have accomplished this goal over the past 
decade by continuously making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and becoming a 
Distinguished Title I school. The theme this school year is, “One Team, One Goal: 
Score Big with STEM” as we focus on science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics.  

This school year we are anticipating an award winning school year. Every staff 
member will be involved in STEM, promoting academic excellence, positive social 
interactions, acceleration, and an appreciation for diversity.  In addition, we will focus 
on increasing the use of technology, implementing Engineering by Design, exceeding 
standards in reading and mathematics, promoting anti-bullying, and partnering with 
local businesses. 

The involvement of all stakeholders is vital to the success of our school. This year is 
significant as we strive to equip every homeroom with an Active Board and/or 
updated computers.  This goal is possible with monetary donations from parents, 
friends, and the school community.  Updated technology will enhance instructional 
delivery to unimaginable heights as teachers connect planned instruction with cyber 
students, professors, and research-based information around the globe. In addition, 
please consider volunteering regularly with PTO, Dads and Doors, the mentoring 
program, clubs and organizations, or the Title I Dream Team. 

Get on board as we join together to provide the very best educational experience to all 
of our students.  Go Wolves! 

Sincerely,  
 

Mrs. Tracie R. Copper 
Principal 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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Assistant Principal’s Message - Mr. Parkhill 

Welcome Pleasant Grove Students and Parents to another exiting year in the "Grove". 
I am looking forward to working to ensure your children can reach their academic 
potential this school year. Over the next month we will be assessing all of our students 
in Reading and Math using various assessment tools to accurately determine a 
baseline for our instructional planning.  We will track student progress throughout the 
year and adjust instruction to meet the needs of all of our students and prepare them 
for the next grade level and beyond.  

Counselor’s Corner - Mr. Fowler 

What is Bullying 

Bullying is intentional tormenting in physical, verbal, or psychological ways. It can 
range from hitting, shoving, name-calling, threats, and mocking to extorting money 
and possessions. Some kids bully by shunning others and spreading rumors about 
them. Others use social media or electronic messaging to taunt others or hurt their 
feelings. 

Signs of Bullying 

Unless your child tells you about bullying or has visible bruises or injuries it can be 
difficult to figure out if it's happening. 

But there are some warning signs. Parents might notice kids acting differently or 
seeming anxious, or not eating, sleeping well, or doing the things they usually enjoy. 
When kids seem moodier or more easily upset than usual, or when they start avoiding 
certain situations (like taking the bus to school), it might be because of a bully. 

If you suspect bullying but your child is reluctant to open up, find opportunities to 
bring up the issue in a more roundabout way. For instance, you might see a situation 
on a TV show and use it as a conversation starter by asking, "What do you think of 
this?" or "What do you think that person should have done?" This might lead to 
questions like: "Have you ever seen this happen?" or "Have you ever experienced 
this?" You might want to talk about any experiences you or another family member 
had at that age. 

Let your kids know that if they're being bullied or harassed — or see it happening to 
someone else — it's important to talk to someone about it, whether it's you, another 
adult (a teacher, school counselor, or family friend), or a sibling. 

http://www.hardingplumbingsupply.com/
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STEM - Ms. Nazario 

Here at Pleasant Grove Elementary, we are STEMulating the world around us!  
STEM is the integration of science, technology, engineering, and math.  Our mission 
is to inspire students to think beyond the ordinary, to be confident when approaching 
problems in need of a solution, and to see the world around them as being full of 
endless opportunities.   

This past summer at our 2nd annual STEM Summer Camp, students helped install 
and fill our new courtyard pond.  The pond area will serve as both a learning tool for 
students to engage in environmental engineering.  Please come in and see our 
beautiful pond and ask your children about the observations and discoveries they have 
already been able to make! 

Another exciting STEM endeavor we have implemented this year is our full-time 
Science Lab.  Students will visit the science lab weekly to engage in meaningful, 
hands-on science labs, experiments, and STEM activities.   

We look forward to keeping you informed of all the exciting STEM-related projects 
and activities that will be taking place this year at Pleasant Grove.  

LILT - Title I Literacy Coach Ms. Hall 

Are you looking for ways to support your child’s learning?  Well, look no further! 
Henry County has online resources designed to enrich and reinforce various concepts 
being taught at school.  These resources can be easily accessed through the HCS 
website under ELA Virtual Tutor.  The “tutor” is arranged by grade level and 
provides interactive websites and teaching tools that are parent and student-friendly. 
Such tools include Reading Rockets, PBS kids, and Starfall to name a few.  The 
activities are all tied to the Common Core Standards. So the next time you want to 
engage your child in a little educational fun, check out the ELA resource for parents 
and students.  

http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/64192 

http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/64192
http://www.lgkarate.com/
http://www.funfactoryforkids.com/Our Center.html
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Parent Liason - Mrs. McCullough 

Parental Involvement 

Parents are an important part of our team! You influence your child more than any 
teacher. Studies have shown that parent involvement boosts students’ achievement, 
lower absenteeism, increases confidence, and improves behavior. By becoming 
involved in your child’s school life, you are showing that you care and support what 
they are doing. In turn, it shows them that learning is rewarding and important.  

“We should not lose sight of the fact that the most important door a child walks 
through for education is the front door of their home”  

Get Connected. Get the Facts. Get Involved 

How can Parents Be Involved? 

 Attend Parent Knowledge Nights(PTO), events and workshops at the school 
 Attend parent/teacher conferences 
 Participate in field trips, class activities, and projects 
 Volunteer around the school and at school functions, when possible 
 Join PTO and The Parent Task Force (Dream Team) 
 Visit the parent Resource Center #210, check-out items that will benefit your 

child at home, use the computer, drop a comment in the Opinion Box, or grab a 
cup of Joe to “wake-up” your morning. 

 
Ways to Help Your Child at Home 

 Plan to eat at least one meal a day together as a family to promote social skills. 
 Praise and encourage your child often. Celebrate his/her success. Focus on what 

they do well. 
 Ask your child what he or she learned in the school day. Check agendas nightly. 
 Be sure your child arrives at school well-rested and on-time every day. 
 Help your child create a routine for doing homework by setting a regular time and 

providing a quiet place to complete assignments. 
 Limit the amount of time your child watches television or plays computer/video 

games. 
 Use travel time to communicate with your child about what’s happening at 

school, new friends, concerns, celebrations, etc… 
 
*You are the biggest influence in your child’s life. Use that influence to put your 
child on the pathway to success! 

http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
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Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

Partners in Ed - Mr. Fowler 

Connecting the classroom to the community  
The Partners in Education (PIE) Program establishes mutually 

beneficial relationships between businesses and schools. The 

business, community agency or organization and partner 

school commit themselves to reciprocal activities that are 

based on the needs and resources of the partners. Partnership 

activities and events are aligned with the goals of Pleasant 

Grove Elementary. For more information, contact Jared 

Fowler, Professional School Counselor at 770-898-0176. 

Image Builders Advertising 

Kroger 

K-Piano 

Glen Haven Baptist Church 

Stockbridge Tae Kwon Do Academy 

Eagle’s Landing Dance Center 

Los Portales Mexican Bar & Grill 

Shane’s Rib Shack  

Foxy Fox Pizza 

Amirakal Marketing 

Chang Brothers 

Moonwalk Express 

http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
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The Pleasant Grove Elementary School 
PTO Welcomes You…. 

Hi Parents and Guardians, 

For those of you who are unfamiliar with us, we are a volunteer organization made 
up of parents, teachers, administrators, and support staff who are all dedicated to 
the successful education of our children.   PTO works hard to help make the school 
year both enjoyable and exciting for students, teachers, and parents. 

This 2014-15 school year, the theme is “One Team, One Goal! No Limits!  So the 
board members of PTO are getting their game face on to ensure the success of all 
students.  The PTO vision is to provide educational, financial and recreational 
support to the Pleasant Grove community through school spirit, partnerships and 
teamwork.  In this endeavor, a few goals of PTO are to support Mr. Fowler, School 
Counselor, in an attendance initiative, purchase technology for a video animation 
room and smart boards for the third grade classrooms and continue to support Mrs. 
Crisp, Media Center Specialist, with reading and writing initiatives.  The PTO uses 
its volunteers, fundraisng, and donations of time and/or money to support all the 
efforts of the staff at PGES. 

We are looking forward to meeting your families this year and encourage you to 
not only join PTO, but to get involved as well!  Research has shown that children 
of involved parents do better in school and on standardized tests, have fewer 
behavior problems, and are less likely to use drugs or alcohol.  We at PTO truly 
believe we can enhance the learning environment of our children by being involved 
and working together.  Let us know how you can help, fill out our Volunteer 
Survey.  If you have questions, visit the PTO webpage http://
schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/domain/4486, our Facebook page at Pleasant Grove 
Elementary PTO or email us. 

We look forward to getting to know you and having a great school year! 

Your PTO President, 

Camille Epps                                                                                                         

http://www.estateswmp.com/
http://www.kristinmoses.nerium.com/
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PTO, continued... 

Meet our 2014-2015 PTO Board Members: 

Camille Epps, President:  camee34@yahoo.com  

Tracie McCullough, Vice-President:  tracie.mccullough@henry.k12.ga.us  

Rebecca McCadden, Secretary:  rebeccamccadden@yahoo.com  

Cynthia Gardner, Treasurer :  my3sonslce@yahoo.com 

Eleafea (Lisa) Middleton, Teacher  Liaison:  eleafea.middleton@henry.k12.ga.us  

** We are seeking nominations to fill the Volunteer Coordinator and Special 
Events Coordinator positions. 

What the PTO has done… 

Supply Agendas to all students, yearly funding of Accelerated Reader program, 
purchased projector, funded the STEAM summer camp, purchased end of year 
student awards, assisted funding for Special Education fieldtrip transportation, 
organized teacher appreciation week, to name a few. 

How you can help PTO raise money… 

 Join PTO 

 Attend a PTO sponsored event 

 Sign up for Georgia Natural Gas 

 Designate PGES as your preferred charity at Moyes, Publix and Target  

 Utilize PGES recycle bin for all paper and cardboard 

 Purchase a school t-shirt or hoodie   

mailto:camee34@yahoo.com
mailto:tracie.mccullough@henry.k12.ga.us
mailto:rebeccamccadden@yahoo.com
mailto:my3sonslce@yahoo.com
mailto:eleafea.middleton@henry.k12.ga.us
http://www.ramtechpcs.com/
http://www.mbselfteam.com/
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Save the Date 

August 21 - PTO Volunteer Breakfast 
 
September 5 - Movie Night 
 
September 18 - PTO/Curriculum Night                                                           

Did you know…  

Georgia Sales Tax Holiday is August 1-2, 2014?  During the sales tax holiday, 
clothing and school supplies will be exempt. For more information and a list of 
exempt items go to http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/rate/sales_holiday.html  

http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/rate/sales_holiday.html
mailto:billie@theschoolnewsletter.com

